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IS JOUR Courage and! firmneſ. 
5 ; in an Intereſt that moſt high- - 
a ly concerns our Well-Being, 
> both in this and another 
WY World; and the ſtrange Op- 

ition you have met with 
on that Account, from Perſons of more con- 


traded Views, has drawn, you into a Station 
_ that will, very probabl 51 "take up a great 
Fart of your remaining Ti 


me, and frequent - 


engage your Thoughts in what may occa- 


1 
Ronan ly offer upon thoſe important icks 
of Religion and civil Liberty.. But tha Part 


which you have lately gone into, both in your 


Ad. - Writings 
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3 Lordſhip of Wa Particulars in the {C 


x by late Bill. And I the more rather. pre- bo 
ſume upon this Liberty, becauſe it alyey 95 | 


( 5 2) 1 
[ritings and Pleadings in Parliament, with of 
rd 0 N es, e wunde 150 
wing e e * e ** 


1 Pen be a Sirmgh x 
bes S ere pon, which are Pro ve 
ted amongſt . 4 LA Fe. 


to the dif I ur Lord{hi 1 
ricter, asfa Prelate: hurchmgn 1 . 
may _ perhaps, at ly appriſed of FI 


great Diſtance between 2 Sentiments ind | 
PraQices of the Perſons who moſt. e 
Frujts of \gentrous Printigtes, ITS |: 
Doctrines of your Lordlhip, from whence | , 
they flow. + Your Lordſhip;does not, indeed, 
directly and profeſſedly lead the Difenters | 1.0 
Cauſe, but they are ſo neceſſarily included B 
in the Priviledges which naturally flow — * 
pour Principles, that they collectively 
highly indebted to your Lore? pron 
claim you as their Advocate, and they: by jo 6 
ter under your, Protection, I would there-, | 
fore hereby endeavour. hyfubly. to advertiſe 


Henterr Conduct, bo which they forfeit 
the Benefits your Lor ſhip] has ſo ſtrenuoy fly. 
pleaded for, and the Favours intended them 


5 
e 


an Opportunity of reckif Ving ſome OE 5 
Miſtakes, touching, 
1. THE Ae for this Bill 
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ith. bo 29 10 UR Lordibips Doctrine of GI 
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12. THE 4 greciant there i: between. the 


wie h fr ' Lordſbip bath always oppaſed, 


Lainſt. end Whereas the National 


AND a yet further Inducemeritto. offet 
ſomewhat to your Lordſhip, upon theſe 
Heads, is, That it will, at che fame hn, 
| very; ſeaſonably, point 's outs! c e 0/12 


* 


* 
bree ene. 4091311 10 Wi 


1. TH E Dan get there hens eqt rally, from 
9 | Einhubaſts/+/* all Denaminations...' 


Difenters, and that Party inthe Church. 


= 1 nene 2 een of their __ 


» 


lr ach 


crelth TOUCHING ON Morives * this 


| Bill; many Perſons will have it to bea 


Tryal of Party Strength, and à Diſpute be: 
tween the Church and the Diſſenting Intereſt 
eiue the Perſons in both Houſes on either 
fide the Queſtion about the Bills paſſing, have 
been rep reſented and talked of as for or. 


Church, and the Diſſenting Intereſt, have been 
ntirely out of the Caſe; the former has no 
dere * herein, and the lat · 
er are es only as Subjects, whole Ser- 
vice the Government does, or may want; 
nd becauſe the : ;rittiſb Power. is juſtly pla- 
ced at the Head of the Froteſtant Imereſt, 
therefore this Bill being deſigned to add to 
hat Power; has been juſtly. Titled, 4 Bill to 


Prengehen the Proteſtant Religion. The main 
Regard 


(4) 


Regard herein bath been to the Occaſion the 


Government hath for the Service of theſe 
Subjes before under Incapacities, and not ja 
ta any Merit in Competition with Subjects 
of the National Communion; nor hath Ne- 
ligion, ſo far as it regards a Churchman, or a C 
Diſſenter in particular, any Concerns herein, th 
but by the malicious Tack of thoſe who tr 
would have loaded and obſtructed the Bill, 
and would now bring. it into. Diſcredit with N 
the common People. te 
IHE Acts whoſe Force this Bill has been h 
intended to deſtroy, paſſed at a very odd Con- is 
juncture, and owed their Exiſtence more to d 
the Frolick and Wantonneſs of Party, than 
any real Regards to the Intereſt of Religion, | 
or of the Nation; this Bill therefore ſeems; | 
to be no mone than to take off thoſe Fetters 0 
which was laid on in a Time of Delirium, 0 
when the Conſtitution was in a Fever, and i 
not duly appriſed of its own Exigencics and 7 
Neceſſities. The Nation is now again come, t 
to its Senſes; a great Part of the Kings gs Sub- 5 
jefts, who are fincere and faithful to his Ser- f 
vice, are found ſhackled and uneaſy; the 
| Legiſlature therefore, very wiſely, ſets hem 1 
| berry, and eaſcs them, i in order, by thei 
addftional Services, to add to che e 
of the Government, and thereby encreaſe the 
Security of the Proteſtant Religion through-' 4 
out the World, as it vety much depends} 4 
| thereu op” 9 "Ard. thus kate Engage- 
| A ment 
3 "ROE | 


that 3 * a Popiſh — 
"Confederacy with ſome unnatural Subjects of 
„this Kingdom, is continually attempting to 
50 transfer the Succeſſion to a Popiſh Stock. 
ill, THE reciprocal Obligations therefore of 
ith. the Gautrnment and the Proteſient Religion 
| to each other, and their mutual Support, 
cen | have been the Objects of immediate Concern 
on- | in this whole TeanſaQtion ; ſo that all ſabor- 
e to dinate Diſtinctions are mear F igments of the 
han Diſſaffedted, or Deluſions of the Ignorant; 
ion, | arid to mark the Voters, in both Houſes, by 
ems the Diſtinction of being for, or againſt the 
ters Churth; in this Caſe, is only à traſterous 
um, overt-a& againſt the Government, and an 
and incitement to Rebellion. 

and OUR Lordſhips particular Condut 


me, then in this Affair, by o no means detracts from 
| 


ub-: your Character as a Churchman, how 
Ser-, much ſoever the Folly, or Ill-Temper of 
the your Enemies may ſuggeſt, to the compry's 
nem for herein you have acted only the Patriot, 
and ſuperior to all narrow Views, and Party- 
gt Intereſt, eee r Votes 

U 4 more enlargeũd * ous Concern 
h- forthe Publick Good. in 
. tu Caſe, cone under your, Lean Re: 


FN e uy Subjects to the Crown, . 
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tent , 


(5s) | 
their Services may be an additibn” io the Þ 
Power of the Sn th Four Lor 8 | 
neſs and Wiſdom has had à ſhare in ics ; 
off thoſe” Bonds which reſtrained them from 
kuch Service; and not in Regard to amy fl 
Merit in them, in Competition with 
Subjects of che National Conmunion, 
with Refpe& to the Intereſt of that 'Govern: 
inent which, under God, is the -chief)Sap- L 
port of that Religion which your 'Loraſhip f. 
adorns in one of the higheſt Satzen 1-9 07 t 
AND here I cannot edfily' forbedr get | 
minding your Lardſhip of che like Milre: | a 
peeflnralions. which-that late Reverchd and o 
Learned Prelate, and that Wiſe PatriotgftKt * [al 
late Biſhop e Welly, lay under on dhe 1: 
nme Occaſion; It is very” well knowhsdo b 
your 'Lordfhip; how ſtrenuous à Defender h 
He 'was of Givil Liberty, and how vigilanvin | I 
the Cauſe of bis Countey; oi theſe Motives L 
his Meaſures in Parliament often - favbured 
_ Piſſenteri inſomucli. chat the popular 


wal 


tejudiee bees uently gave EJ 
8 2 Pas rian Mee, and! par- 
ticulavly- ugs for: the" rae an fp 


427 Bling his Plade in Parliament, 

edu Difſeniobls themſclucs) in 1 
wer Opipion of his! Regard for- tliæm, ab 

Sel, that, dering the Rereſt of the Ho 1 

ane Biſhop! was at his Country:iR 

Mia greai the — Minis ' 
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13 (7) 5 
THe: Press of Thanks, for his Services to their In- 
368% tereſt, as they imagined that Bil would 
ing prove much to their account; but his Lord- 


ip ſoon” convinced them, that he acted in 
That Aﬀair with Regard only to the general 
Intereſt of the Nation; and for Political Rea- 
Hons; and ſeverely reprimanded them fot 
x32 their Obſtinacy, in making an unneceſlary 
ap- Diviſion amongſt Proteſtants, by Diſſenting 
hip from the National Communion only for Things 
indifferent. By this downright, honeſt De- 
ed dclaration, the Biſhop ceaſed afterwards to be 
[res a Prezoyterien, unleſs. amongſt ſuch as dealt 
and out thar Diſtinction only as ſo much Dirt, 
tKE and Party-Reproach.' I hope your Lordſhips 
dhe late Zeal for the publick Intereſt, will not 
206 bring upon you any ſuch troubleſome Viſits, 
der how much fo ever your Enemies may ma- 
bin | licioufly labour to place you in the ſame 
ves | Diſtin@ion. . 
red BUT. your Lordſhips Treatment, in this 
lar Reſpect, ſeems uncommonly hard; becauſe 
the you have hitherto been corifeſſedly the beſt 
Advocate for the National Eſtabliſhment itt 
am the Church; and have wrote the ſtrongeſt 
ne, againſt Presbjtery of any, cver ſince thoſe 
tin Diſtinctions have had a Being. 
as 2. A very common Abuſe of your Lord- 
| ſhips Doctrine of Liberty, is the conſtruing 
15 of it to the deſtruction Ul all Order and Go- 
wh bvenmentf efpecially in Eccleſiaſtical Affairs 3 
dr which is a Conſequence as remote from the 
es net | 1 Pres 


28 3 

Premiſes as any thing paſlibly can be. Yout In 
Doctrine only throws out, and diſclaims all 

Pretenſions of a Religious Nature; or of 
Commiſſions, or Schemes from Heaven, to 
determine ſuch Matters, and Conditions, of 
Society and Communion, as are in themſelves 
indifferent, and left to the Choice and De- 
termination of all People for themſelves; 
and your Lordſhip argues only for a Liberty, 
that leaves every Perſon to the Direction of 
his own Underſtanding, in Matters that can- 
not poſſibly concern any but himſelf, and a 
Liberty that exempts him from the arbi- 
trary Impoſitions of unreaſonable Men, 
in Things they have not juſtly any Au- 
thority. And, in this, your Lordſhip hath * 
ated with the moſt exact Conformity to the 
Principles upon which the grand Reforma- 
tion, from the [mpoſitions of Rome, was con- | 
ducted. And the ſame Arguments that paſs ' 

for reaſonable with your Lordſhip, to con- 
tinue in Separation and Diſſention fron? that 
Church, does juſtify all manner of Oppoſition 
to the ſame Encroachments, from what 
Quarter ſoever they come; but by no means 
inferring from thence, That no Laws what- 
ſoever are obligatory, and that Obedience is 
not due to every Ordinance that is grounded 
upon Reaſon and common Conſent. | 
THUS, becauſe your Lordſhip hath op- 
poſed” a. Party in the Church, that would 
graft their own Inventions upon a Divine 
ST © Inſtitu- 


| 
0 
r 
s 
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4 (9) 
dut Inſtitution, and under the Notion of Diſci- 
pline, aſſume an Authority that belongs not 


a $o them 8 either out of Miſtake, 
to dr Prejudice, will have it, That your Lordſhip 


is againſt all Church Authority; and becauſe 
veg Vaur political Maxims are deſtructive of all 
De. thoſe Schemes of Government, as break in 
upon the natural Rights of Mankind, and 
ty leave them not the Power to be Free-Agents, 
of in Matters wherein every one is anſwerable 
only for himſelf; your unreaſonable Ene- 
mies will have it, that your Lordſhip pleads 
{for Anarchy, Republiciſm, or any Form of 
| Government that is not Menarchical; for 
ſuch is the common Practice of miſled, and 
th ill-minded Perſons, not to repreſent their 
he | Oppoſers, and thoſe who will not come into 
. their Deluſions, as they really are, but as 
obnoxious and odious as they can invent to 
paint them. 1 
BI the former Abuſe of your Meaning, 
your Lordſhip comes to be placed at the 
Head of the Diſſenters from the Church, un- 
der the moſt reproachful and obnoxious Ap- 


n- 
{ 


at . pellations; and by the latrer Perverſion there. 
. of, amongſt Republicans, and the Enemies of 
M our Conſtitution ; whereas, in reality, your 


and diſintereſted Judges, both the beſt Church- 
| man, and the be 


4 | Lordſhip will appear, amongſt all equitable 


=» 


(19 ; 
on the Boundaries of our Obligations, both 
Ecclaſi aſtical and Czvil -' For the ſame Princi- | 
ples which oppoſe all Enthuſiaſts. in the 
| Church, neceſſarily guard againſt thoſe out 
of the Church) and the ſame Maxims that 
oppoſe any un warrantable Authority in Cipi! 
Government, will, at the ſame Time, ſtand 
againſt whatſoever can prove hurtful to he 
Good d of Mankind, and injurious to their 
natural Liberties, under what Diſguiſe ſo- 
ever it is concealed; and even under che 1 
Covert of Religion. 515 f 
YOUR Lordſhip ſtands up againſt 2 | 
Party in the Church, becauſe they. are En- 
thufrafts, or Fonaticks, f in the modern Senſe if | 
of theſe Terms; That is, falſe Pretehders to 
2 divine Authority, whereby they impoſe | 
upon their Brethren, .'to their great Preju- 
dice; if engroſſing the Conditions of Sal. 
vation, and Excluſion from the Means of . 
Grace can be ſo; And your Lordſhip op- i 
poſes a Party in the State, becauſe they are c: 
for Tyranny; that is, a Power injurious to 
natural Right, and contrived more to gra- 
tify the Luſts, and Ambition of particular 
l Perſons, than to adyance the common Jatereſt. | 1 
| of Mankind, How unreaſonable then.muſt | 
118 ir be to ſhelter under your: Doctrines, any 
Perſons of what Denomination ſoever, that 
can go into either of theſe Extreaws? If 
the Difſenters, of any fort, maintain Tenets 
thit n wit the Teber, in the Church, 11 


7 


| | i 7 7 | | 


3 6 11 ) 
oth your Lordſhip is equally: againſt them ; and 
ici - w hoſoever in the State, comes under the 
the ſarter Diſtindian, cannot, by any Means, find 
out their Account in your Maxims of Policy, be · 
bat cauſe they utterly deſtroy all manner of 
b Schemes that ate hurtful to the Subject; or 
ind the Perſons governed. The Chartiy of a 
the Clviſtian is the: Meaſure of your Conduct in 
Er the Church; and the Benevolence of a ſocial 
ſo- Being, is the Motive of your Behaviour and 
e Proceedings in the State. Hereby, therefore, 
muſt it appear, that all falſe Pretenders to 
2 Power, whether of a Civil, or Religibus Na- 
in- ture, are equally: exploded by your Lord- 
nſe ſhips Doctrine. | 
to BUT, in order to make it more fully 
oſe appear, That the Diſſenters cannot claim any 
ju- Protection from your Lordſhip ; nor your 
al- Enemies, with any colour of Juſtice, repre- 
of | ſent them as drawn up under your Banner; 
p- it may be convenient to compare their Prin- 
Ire. | ciples, and Practices, with thoſe of the Church 
to | who are moſt affected by your Lordſhips 
ra- | Maxims; becauſe, fo far as they agree, ought 
lar they to * looked upon in an oppoſite Inte- 
ſt, | reſt to that in which your Lordſhip has been 
ft ſo generouſly engaged: And this Part I am 
the more deſirous to engage in, becauſe it 
will,, at the fame Time, diſcover how little 
It thoſe People who are obtruded upon your 
$ | Lordſhips Patronage, deſerve of your Favour , 
. ** of uſe in IO Publick of the 
, | equa 
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their / on Flan. What Power, therefore, the 
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equal Danger there 1s from the High Pure he * 


man, and the Diſſenters; and thereby putting 3. 


all well-meaning Perſons upon a Guard a- 
gainſt the Deluſions, and miſchievous/Infinu- ; 
ations and Pretentions of either. For, 
1. HOW much ſoever Party-Strife, and 4 
the blind Fury of an enraged Populace may 
have thrown the Perſons thus Aiſtinguiſhed, 4 
into different and oppoſite Sides; yet, upon h 
Examination, they will be found not one jot | 
to differ, as they ſtand related to the State, 
and as their reſpective Principles determine 
their Obedience to a. civil Authorit.. 
FOR which purpoſe, I beg leave to ob- 
ſerve to your Lordſhip, that all thoſe who 
maintain Notions of Government, that ſup- | 
poſe a Right Superior to that which is given 
y the Community, and founded in Compact, 
are, with relation to that Power, upon a 
like Foundation. That is, if any humane 
Authority eſtabliſhes Laws by a Right ſup- 
poſed in themſelves ſo to do; all thoſe who 
pretend. to be diſengaged from ſuch Obliga- 
tions, on Pretence of a Superior Direction, 
are equally to be ſuſpected, how much fo 
ever they may differ in other Reſpects; be- 
cauſe whepſoever'they can reduce their Prin- 
ciples into Practice, they will ſubvert: the 
Government, and introduce another upon 


1 


preſent Eſtabliſhment of Great Britain 
poſſeſſed of by humane Authority; that 
yo 


355” Yi 
my 


Oh 
15 : 4 . 1 
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reh. our common Language/ by Acts of Par- 
Ing ament, all thoſe Perſons are equally dange- 
i a> pus unto, who affirm, that Religion has di- 
nu- ſęcted any other Form, or hath made it ne- 
© @eflary to alter it in any particular Circum- 
and B.inces. | 
WHAT Troubles both the Parties, un- 
ger particular Conſideration, have given to 
this Nation, under ſuch Pretences, are not a 
Secret to any that have been but in the leaſt 
e, gonverſant in the Story of the laſt Age; de- 
Juded raſh Men, under very different Appel- 
* Jations, have puſhed their Entbufiaſtick, Re- 
ob- 7 ing Notions, too often with ſucceſs, and 
he Conſtitution has been equally treated 
by the Good old Cauſe, and by High-Church. 
And, to all Intents and Purpoſes, it is the 
s Tame, as to the Ends, of Government, and 
Conſtitution once eſtabliſned by humane 
Authority, whether it be attacked by He- 
” reditary Right, or by a Dominion in Grace, 
for either Side will overturn it if they can, 
ſo far as it is repugnant to their reſpective 
Schemes. But, 
10 2. TO draw this nearer to the preſent 
Caſe: Your Lordſhip has been too ſenſible 
” how the Nation, and publick Quiet, have 
been harraſſed, with a Party who hath 
turned all their Politicks for the Church, or 
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fertnent, and Qualification in the State; and 


we have ſeen the Civil Power almoft wholly & 
devolved into their Hands, to the great 
Prejudice of others by legal Diſqualiſications, 


and the utmoſt Hazard of the common In- 


tereſt of the Eſtabliſhment. And, in this 
Calenture of State, not only Churchmen were 
to engroſs all Power; but the Qualification 
and 
Obſervat ions, that fitted but few even under 


alſo muſt be raiſed to Particularities, 


that Denomination; inſomuch that the very 


Reformation it ſelf grew out of Countenance; 
and to be High-Churchman enough for a 
Magiſtrate, it was neceſſary to go back, not 
only to the Fopperies of Rome in Religion, 
Spirit of Cruelty and Perſecution 
too, by hating and diſtreſſing, as much as 
poſſible, all under different Denominations. 
The Succeſs of ſuch a bleſſed Adminiſtration; 
is freſh in Memory, and how the Mercies of 
the Proſpect, by His 
Majeſty's Acceſſion to the Throne: 'Sinte | 
which, utterly to extirpate thoſe pernicious ] 
narrow Principles, and to guard: againſt the 


but to their 


Providence changed 


Evil of them for the future, has been' your 


Lordfhips generous Care. "Si." 


B U becaufe many People, either 
of Weakneſs, or Diſſaffection, would repre- 
ſent the Conduct of the 


ee 


preſent Adminiſtra- 
tion, in deſtroying the ill Meaſures that 


were then taken, as a Fayour to an oppoſſte 
Party, and an Introduction to Freier, * 
usch re! Government; 


(15) 


4 puetninent ; it may be of uſe bo -cvatines 
— uch, that the true Maxims of Policy hold 
rea 


Is ſtrong for keeping DO? out bf too 
Svuth Power, that is, a Superiority in the 
In- State, as they have. been for going counter 
Sto a High-Church Managemensz and this I 
Spreſume to do in this Appeal to your 
Lordſhip, becauſe you have been fo unreaſo- 
mnably. repreſented as a Favouret- of their 
particular Interefls. Whoſoever confiders 
theſe People with regard to their Religion, 
de and their Behaviour as Chriſtians, will find 
them very culpable- on many Accounts. 
3 THEIR Maricos of a Supreme Being; 
on, and the rectitude of his Attributes, are very 
obſcure, if they can be reckoned to have any 
at all, who take things upon Truſt, and make 
Matters of Demonſtration, Points of Faith; 
n, And although they are very ready to call 
S Ol others Atheiſts, yet they have no more to 
lay: for the Exiſtence of a God, than the 
; meaneſt Heathen, or the wildeſt Indian; for 
they place Religion, with its Foundation in 
the Air, and fetch all thoſe things from the 
ZAuthority of a Revelation; on which Reve- 
lation it ſelf is to be ſupported. They are 
ſo blindly bigotted to every thing upon that 
Foot, that the very Terms of natural Religion, 
IMoraliy, Vertue, &c; ate hateful. Humane 
 $Reeſon, and the Light of Nature are their 
EC Averſion, Good Senſe is the higheſt Folly, 
and Integrity of Life, is the Province of a 
RED wt .C . Carnal 


5 


Carnal Man. And thüs, precipitently, do 
they throw themſelves upon a Revelation, © 
that it is altogether owing to the Acciden's f. 
of Birth and Education, that they are of the 
e more than any other; for that N 
hey take intò upon Impulſe, at the Reading, Wi 
or Hearing, or Recollecting ſomething about 
it, on a ſudden, whereby their Minds and L 
Diſpoſitions are quite changed; and this 4. 
they call Converſion, and coming under the 
Influences of Saving Faith. A blind conti- 0 
nuance in this implicit Aﬀent to ſome what Ju 
they are by no means to Examine, and exer- a1 
ciſe their Reaſon about, is called, cloſe walk- fi 
ing with, and relying upon Ged. And even C 
ſo remote is all that they call Religion, from 
employing the Underſtanding, and engaging | 
the Faculties of a reaſonable Being, that they 
profefſedly declare, a Perſons Acquaintance 
therewith, riſes in proportion to a Diſuſe of V 
Them; that the Goſpel is all Myſtery; that 1 
Faith and Reaſon are Contradifions; and that 4 
a Cbriſtian is not a Man: And I have my * 
ſelf, heard it affirmed; by ſome of them, that ; q 
the greateſt Fools. make the beſt Prenchers. : E 
THESE contracted Principles taint every b 
Part of their Conduct; and their Friendſhip, 0 
their Commerce, and all the ordinary Inter- 1 
courſes of Life, have a miſchievous Tang of 2 
this Leven. As their Abuſe: of ſuch like 
Paſſages, as, That the Carnal Man dliſcerns 


not the Things of God, &c. makes them thus f 
See ESE grie-F 
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do Frievouſly err in the grand Supports of Re- 
150, ſigion, fo their arrogant Preſumptions, touek- 
nes Ing God's Favour, founded likewiſe upot an 
the Wbuſe of ſome Terms of Limitatien, fre- 
bat Huently to be met with in Scripture, makes 
ing, them the worſt Subjects, the worſt 
out Neighbours. In getting clear of natural 
and Depravity, and original Corruption, they get 
this Jooſe alſo from common Obligations, and: a 
the Goſpel! Freedom, ſets them above the reach 
nti- of humane Coercion. They are ſo {wallowed 
hat up in a Spiricual Life, that temporal Affairs 
ter- are out of their Concerns; and their Poſſeſ- 
z[k- ſions in this World, are ſo much the Gift of 
ven God, that a Neighbour, or a Fellow-Citizen, 
om is not upon the Square with them who has 
ing any thing in their Poſſeſſion, which he has 
ney not a legal Demand for; being right (as they 
nce call it) God-ward, making them frequently 
of very remiſs in Matters of common Honeſty. 
hat Their great Intereſt likewiſe with Heaven, 
hat and Enthuſiaſtick Tranſports into ænot her 
my World, makes them very unſociable in his; 
hat they love God ſo much, that they hate their 
sf 4 Fellow-Creatures; and as Heaven is engroſſed 
| by themſelves, ſo Damnation is the Portion 
lip, of the reſt of Mankind. Aud thus Religion, 
er- | inſtead of improving a Man as a reaſonable 
of and a ſocial Being, ſinks him beneath the 
ike Conditions of a Brute. Horrible Perverſion! 
rms EI this bad Cauſe carries its Effects 
jus further than in making theſe People trouble- 
rie- 1 . ſome, 
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— — 


Orthodoxy, and Terms of Communion, are 
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fome, and juſtly obnoxious to others, becauſe! 
when they are left at liberty, they fall out 
with one another too. Their Standards of Sc 


ai 


not only ſo narrow, as to exclude the greateſt 
Part of the Mriſtian World, but when they 
have no common Enemy, they alſo fubdivide 
themſelves into Parties and Annimoſities, Fw. 
Indulgence and good Treatment weakens, | 
but Severity ſtrengthens their Intereſts and 
Affections. During the Uſurpation, when 
they were rampant in Eaſe, they fell out 
moſt greivouſly, and came into the Reſtora- 
tion more out of Spight to, and Jealouſy of, 
one another, than any laudible Motives. The 
Perſecution of King Charles II. Reign, again 


united them; they grew fond of one another 


thren, loſing all the petty Diſtinctions which 
before broke them into Parties; but the 
Sunſhine under King William, diſolved all 
thoſe Bonds of Charity, and, except a few 
healing Fears, they Were put into at the 
cloſe of Queen Ann's Adminiſtration, hgave 
22 been erumbling ſince into ſubordinate 
Diſtinctions, and ſincere Hatred to one ano- 
IE IT, moſt to the preſent Deſign, is their 


in Goals, and began to love again as Bre- 
1 
1 
1 
q 
{ 


Ferſetiting Temper, amongſt one another. 


The Narrownets of their Principles, is not 
only the Cauſe of their general Defection 
from the national Communion; bat the 
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auſt niſtaking, and ſubſtituting Matters Indif- 
out/Serent in the room of Eſſemtials, makes them 
s of Soth refuſe Communion with one another, 
are s collected into Congregations of different 
teſt Perſwaſions, and frequently cenſure, and, 
beyMccording to their Diſcipline, excommunicate 
ide Members from their on Aſſemblies ; of 
ies, Swhich- I beg leave to lay before your Lord- 
ns, ſhip ſome recent Inſtances, becauſe they will 
and Huftify me in this Appeal to your Lordſhip, 
hen Jand, at the fame Time, let the Publick ſee, 
out what a Guard they ought to keep upon a 
Ta- P who make ſo. ill a Uſe of that little 
of, Power they already have, _ iÞ 

Z TO this purpole it is needleſs to trouble 
our Lordſhip with any remembrance of 


War upon another ; or how the two Lectures, 
% ſtill continued on Tueſday Mornings, at the 

ſame Hours, at Salters-Hall and Pinners- Hall, 
by Preſbyterians and Independents, had their 
ew ; firſt Riſe from Oppoſition but to obſerve 
he only, that ſince the King's Acceſſion, and the 
removal of their foreign Fears, they are 


drawing out afreſh againſt one another. 


o- There is alteady a Lecture employed by one 
Party againſt another; ſeveral Perſons, 
rin their Turns, at the Meigb-Houſe in Eaft- 
r. cheap, every Friday Evening, preach againſt 
t 2 the 1 ; which hath made that Place, 
every Ledture- Day, more like a Field of Bat- 
tle, chan · a Place of religious Worſnip; and 

; 911 a : it 


1 f Times paſſed by, wherein one Sect has made 


-” 


| ( 20 9 8 
it is common to ſee Perſons come away from 
thence, extravagantly elated, or ſtrong in H 
Menace and Reſentment, according as they 
have been reſpectively engaged by Prepot ] 
ſeſſion. Your Lordſhip cannot but be very} 
ſenſible of the-Miſchiefs and Inconveniencies 
of Pulpit-Controverſies, - when managed *by 
Perſons of the beſt Learning and Candor ; i 
but cannot, perhaps, eaſily conceive what ſe 
Heats and Animoſities may. be ſtirred up 
when Perſons ſo narrowly principled, as hath 
been already obſerved of the Diſſenters, let 
themſelves — ifuck Combats. Where n 
this will End, perhaps, cannot be yet gueſ- 
fed, but it is very natural to believe, that u 

the oppoſed Party, will find a time for their 
Defence; and by a parity of Reaſon, may it | 
be apprehended, that other Denominations Fai 
will ſoon draw out to engage in the ſame in 
Manner. Theſe Bickerings already are ſtir- 
ring in ſeveral Countries, and the Preſt, as o 
well as the Pulpit, is taking into the Service pf 
oft A Rides; 575.5 e p® pak e: is 
AND this fame. Cauſe, which brings 
the ſeveral Sects into Enmity to one ano- 4 
ther, alſo raiſes up oftentimes Quarrels in 1 
the particular Congregations in each Party. 
A Diſſent in ſome trifling - Particularity, and d 
a Leaning (as they call it) never ſo little 
from the Standard of Orthodoxy, by any 
ſingle Member, even if it be the Miniſter 
himſelf, ſhall be called to Account, and 1 


(29 


om de cannot be brought to beliebe as the 


in hurch does, he is excommunicated; which 
w communication, indeed, goes no further, 

to the Regards of this Life, but his Ex- 
luſion from that Congregation, yet, if they 
ad Power further to proceed, I believe no 
Sne will venture to affirm where they 
rould Stop. In this, they exclude à Per- 
on as much as in them lies, from the 
4 leans of Grace, and give. him over to 
th Pamnation; and that they affect not either 
Perſon or Eſtate, may very likely be owing 
more to their want of Potver, than out of 
Principle : For, upon ſuch Cenſures, it is 
ſual to withdraw Friendſhip, Society, Cor- 
er Feſpondence, and Dealings from the excom- 
it municated Perſon, and to deprive | him as 
ns far M they can of worldly, Support: And 
me foſtances are to be produced, wherein not 


ir- „ ee Credit has been refuſed 


as o ſuch a one in Trade, but where Proceſſes 
ice pf Law have actually been Commenced, 
and/the Maſter of a large Family thrown 
Into Goal, as à means of his Converſion, 


1 Agcannot but therefore preſume, that your 


y. Perdſhip willkallow a Jealouſy.; of a Perſons 
ad Miſpoſition too! well grounded, who will re- 
le ute do Trade, and will take all legal Ad- 
y Fantages over any one, for not thinking juſt 
er he does in Religion: And in ſeveral Cir- 


umnſtances taking away a Perſons uſual Cre- 
ny, | 


dit, 


3hio' his Family. by that means ſtarved... 
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Powder, they as effectually deſtroy, tho' not 


C22) 
dir, may be equivalent to the taking froni 
him fo much Money, and may be as effectu- 
ally to his Ruin. And what adds moſt: to 


the aggravation of this Caſe is, that the 


Life and Manners of the Perſon under ſuch 
Dealings is by no means regarded; the 
Heinoufneſs of believing, and thinking 
wrong, being no ways mitigated by the 
moſt ſincere Heart, and the moſt vertuous 

Lite ian inlet 
80 that the Proceedings of the Diſſenters, 


touching Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures, and Excom- 


munication, differ not much, in the Severi- 


ties intended, from the moſt uncharitable 


Church in being. The Thunders of Geneve 
are no better, in the Conſequences, than 
thoſe of Rome, tho' they are not ſo loud at 
firſt; and, like what is reported of: Whirz 


with ſo much Noiſe. The Excommunicant 
that is -openly hurryed into Priſon, 
and his ſubſtance Seized by boy Robbers, 
is in no worſe a' Condition than he, who 
has the means of Livelyhood withdrawn 
from him, but ks his is à faden, and the 
latters a lingring Death. And if the Con- 
fequence of the Diſſenters Excommunicarion 
extend not to the Ruin of the Excommu- 


nicants, by this means, it is owing to me 


* 


goodneſs of Perſons better Principled, who 
continue, notwithſtanding, to deal with them 
as Neighbours, and-who, tothe * , 


(9.3 
uf ſuch Chriſtianity, give the Prefefence to 
Good - works, to Natural Obligations, and the 
common Ties of Humanity. As for their 
Condition in a future State, it is the ſame, 
being by both configned over to Damnation, 
without a recovery from their Errors be- 
fore Death. It is to be acknowledged, that 
this manner of Proceeding, has been pallia- 
ted, and ſoftened of late, and begins to be 
called Diſimiſſion, or Advice to withdraw 
from that Communion, but the Mo- 
tives for this Relaxation are too well known 
to allow it any great ſhare of Merit. How 
far mo may excuſe themſelves, from the 
Example of ſuch Eccleſiaſtical Proceedings, 
as are warranted by, Laws, I cannot tell, but 
this, my Lord, without breach of Charity, 
may be affirmed, that happy it is for the 
Subject, that there is an Appeal from them 
all, and that the Cenſures of neither the 
one or the other can do ſo much Miſchief a 
ſome would have them. 5 
_ HOW much ſome Differences, in Opi- 
nion, touching the Trinity, has broke in 
upon Chriſtian Charity amongſt all Deno- 
minations, and of late into the National 
Church, has been too obvious to your 
Lordſhip; and the Diſſenters, ſince this late 
Secutity from common Danger, have great- 
ly out done the Church, in their Heats and 
Bitterneſs on this Account. Several Con- 
grogations have not only fallen out with one 
£0809 $0 i D | with 
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with one another hereupon, ſo as to cenſure, 
excommunicate, G. but ſome have even 
dared to call upon their own Paſtors, and 
erect themſelves into à Spiritual Judicature, 
to determine upon the Orthodoxy and Sound- 
neſs of their Belief. Many of the moſt 
learned and worthy Perſons amongſt them, 
ſtand now before their own Congregations 
in this criminal Light, and ſome have they 
already rejected, and turned out of their Pul- 
pits, for not giving ſatisfactory Accounts of 
themſelves in this Point. And ſuch a violent 
Bent have they now ſuddenly taken, to bring 
Religion to the old Standard of their Creeds, 
Catec hiſins, Confeſſions of Faith, &c. that 
neither Learning, Piæiy, or! Argument, can 
Skreen any one who ſtands out in the leaſt 
Punctilio. Now their grand Rival, and Com- 
petitor for Power, Popery, is out of their 
Fears, are they ſcrambling for the Keys; put- 
ting in their Claim to God's Heritage, and 
erecting themſelves into a Spiritual Domini- 
on. oe: Gamo nent Man 
II 18 certainly ſtrange, my Lord, in the 
higheſt Degree, that the very ſame Perſons 
ſhould be fo altered in their private Senti- 
ments, from external Cireumſtances. Theſe 
very People have abundance to ſay for them- 
ſelves, when preſſed by a Majority, or e ſu- 
per ior Power, to a Coufotmity to ſome reli - 
gious Matters, and for a Continuance, not - 
withſtanding their . 
if + | TC me - 


WS 

fame Foot, as SubjeQs, as Fellow-Creatu res, 
and as Fellow-Chriſtians; and yet, when 
things look favonrably upon their Intereſt, 
do they readily run into the {ame Demands 
of Confermity; and will give no manner of 
Quarrt.r to the Difſenters, or Non-Conformiſt. 
They will plead with the Eſtabliſhment for 

Forbearance, Charity, Moderation, &c. upon 
the Merit of their differing not from them 
in Eſſentials, and of being in the ſame Faith, 
and yet will have no Mercy, no Indulgence, 
no Forgiveneſs, for ſuch as fall off from them 
in the leaſt Peculiarities, but muſt proceed 
to the urmoſt Rigour of Cenſure, Excluſion, 
Excommunication, &c.Nav,at this very Time, 
my Lord, that they are inveighing, with all 
the "Bitterneſs and Reſentment imaginable, 
againſt a Rector in the Eſtabliſhment, for 
ordering a ſuppoſed Heretick out of his Pa- 
riſb Church, in the Time of Divine Service, 
do they the very ſame thing amongſt one a- 
nother. W * | 
III E Reverend Dr. Sacheverell, ordered 
Mr. Vhiſtton to go out of the Church, be- 
cauſe he was obnoxious, and might therefore, 
by his *Preſence, obſtruct, or diſturb their 
Devotion. The Reverend Mr. Bragg, Paſtor 
of a diſſenting Congregation, has cited before 
them a Member, on a Suppoſition of his 
entertaining the ſame Opinions, and for want 
of his giving Satisfaction therein, has he ex- 
oluded him from Communion: And yet, 
$7501 e my 


( 26) 
my Lord, do the ſame Perſons juſtify the 
Proceedings of Mr. Bragg, who | inveigh, 
with all poſſible Bitterne "againſt Dr. Sa- 
cheverell. . Mr. Bragg's Congregation muſt 
all be of one Mind, muſt all come up to the 
ſame Particularities of Thinking and Believ- 
ing; Dr. Sache verell's Church muſt be open 
to all who think fit to come in, of what 
Opinion or Belief ſoever; Mr. Bragg may 
turn out the Digentient from his Congrega- 
tion; but Dr. Sacheverell may not turn out 
the Heretick from his Church; ſuch glaring 
Abſurdities doe theſe People run into] Some, 
perhaps, may excuſe this Inſtance, of Mr. 
Bragg s Uncharitableneſs and Severity, with- 
in + own Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction, by his 
not excluding any Perſon from attending the 
Miniſtry, but only from the Sacrament; z 
\ bur ſuch may confider, the former is not in 
his Power, and that he who refuſes to com- 
memorate our Saviours, Death i in Communi- | | 


— 


on with one of the ſame Faith in Eſſentials, 
does, to all Intents and Purpoſes, as much as 
in him lies, exclude ſuch a one from all the | 
Priviledges of a Chriſtian, and put him upon | 
8 A Foot * thoſe of a quite different Religi- — 
ch as have none at all. \| 
N R OM all Perſons therefore, of the — N 
| Principle and Incliqations as Dr. Sacheverell 9 
| and Mr. Bragg, may ever Man expect the | 
=. ſame * reatment, bbw wide ſoever lome un- 
5 thinking Perſons may fer them; with = | 
5 5 thero 


(37) 
there is no Quarter for difference in Opr- 
nion; and whatſoever Power either can get 
into their Hands, will they both equally 
make uſe of, to the Prejudice and: Oppreſſion 
of thoſe who think otherwiſe; and will, as 
far as they can, engroſs to themſelves, in 


their ſeveral Ways, the Means of Salvation 


hereafter, and of Subſiſtance here, and, as 
much as poſſible, deprive their Fellow - Crea- 
tures of Happineſs in this World, and in 
the next. n 


and Lording it over Mens Conſciences, in 
their Dealings with thoſe who happen to dif- 
fer from them in Opinion, but in their ordi- 
nary Preachings, and Controverſies, do they 
diſcover, not only a Zeal without Knowledge, 


but, that which is much worſe, a Zeal with- 
out Charity, and the common Regards of 


Decency and Manners. This heavy Charge, 
my Lord, I truſt to be juſtified. in, by all 


who look over many of their late Writings; 


and, in particular, of that celebrated Preacher 
amongſt them, Mr. Tho. Bradbury. That 


Chriſtians, who are more pleaſed with a fa- 


tyrical Flirt at ſome great Man in the Church, 


or State, that is in their Prejudice, than with 
any preſſing lm portunities to a boly. Life; and 
who! had rather hear ſome high - ſeaſoned In- 
yectives againſt a Party in the State, than 


1 well 


AND not only do the Diſenters now 5 
give repeated Inſtances of Uncharitableueſs, 


Mans Auditories are crouded with Party- 


: — 
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well- mannaged Arguments againſt the ue 


mies of our Religion; ſo that he trains up 


more Politicians than Chriſtians,” and fills. 


People more with a Diſpoſition to Fight; than 
to Pray, or to do any other work of Piety. © 

IT —_ perhaps, be excuſed, that this 
manner of Preaching is calculated only for 


particular Days, the Occaſion of whoſe” ob- 


ſervation naturally leads to political Sub- 
jects; and becauſe the ſame Occaſions ate 
made uſe of by thoſe who are diſaffected to 
the 8 overnment, in the ——— 
ner, for contrary purpoſes; and that beca 

Mr. Milbourn, roar every zoth of 
January to ſeduce” ignorant People, and pre- 
judice them againſt the Government, Mr. 
Bradbury, on the th of November, is wil. 
Iing to ſet them to rights again, and fix 


their Affections to his Majeſty's Intereſt. | 


But, my Lord, I hambly" conceive this is 


ſufficient; and I would endeavour only to 


ſhew they are equally Blameable, and ought 
to be looked upon with the *fame Eye by 
the Government, however oppoſite the 

may ſeem to be with relation to its Inxereſt. 
A Scurrilous TnveQive on the yoth of Jas. 
no ways excuſes. another on the Ich of 
Nov. tho it is tb6 well known, how often 
under this Pretence all manner of Regard to 


things divine and humane; hach angually 


been broke in'gpon's how the ſacred Hifſto- 
ry hath been ranſacked, * 
N f N | "ted, 
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ted, for the Gingle only: of: a: Parallel, or a 


Jeſt, and how the inſpirod Text hath been 


made a Vehicle for Scandal and ill Manners. 
A worthy zccompliſhment in a Divine, to 
call Names in Scripture Language! 
BUT Iwill trouble your Lordſhip only 
with/one. Inſtance more of this unfair, vio- 
lent, overbearing way of Controverſy among 
the:Dafſenters, and that is the more remark- 
able, an account of the Character of the 
Perſon vrhom it concerna, becauſe he ſtands 
foremoſt amongſt them as a Scholar, and a 
well bred Man: And this, my Lord, [ſhall 
do in the Words of a Perſon who was neareſt 
affected by this Gentlemans ill uſage, ſo as 
to have occaſion . publickly to complain of 
it. J cannot ſay, but Mr. Martin has 
Written with Decency, and the Civility 
of a Gentleman; but ſuch Treatment muſt 


nat, it ſeems, be expected from all. For 
from the Pulpit, at a publick Lecture of 


0 Difjemters, Ihave been very lately attack d 
*, with heavy Cenfures, and angry Reproach- 
es, in order to Vindicate —— It ſeems - 


that Dr, C-— on the x3th Inſt. thought 


it the beſt. Method to begin with Mens - 
*- ChaggFers, rather than with their Argu- 
Iguments, and in effect to tell his P 
ncht very good. Met: had been for 


and ſome very bad and indifferent ones 
Againſt . And then he deſcended to 


Farticulars, viz, Mr. Le Clerk, Mr. Vbiſon, 


and 


eople, 
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ad R Simon, as the chief of the oppoſite 
_ «. fide, 'who, for Piety and Learning, were 
not to compare with ſome of the other 
„ tho" they are well known to be Men of 
« .ſuperior Abilities, and fingular Learning, 
of whom, if on his fide, perhaps, he would 
have boaſted with as great Glory. As to 
my ſelf, I only complain, that it was not 
= iy: Charitable in him, to ſay from the 
«© Pulpit, © That tho? it is true, the (Text is 
not in the Alexandrian'or Vatican Copies, 
4 yet that I (under the Name of the Au- 
e thor of the Enquiry) had ſuch an Averſi- 
4 on to that Doctrine, that if the Text had 
been in thoſe Copies, and twenty more, 
ehe believed I : would cavil againſt it ſtill; 
and inſinuated to the People, as if d had 
«/ attempted to Huff and Hector theui out 
«© of the Text. — It may be obſerved, 
how ready ſome are to inflame their People 
with Indignation, and Fog againſt ſuch 
las differ from them. —— We knou what 
the marking Men out in = Pulpir — 
« 'odious Cenſures ſerves to. I am For 
< theſe are ſome of the firſt Fruits he the 
kind Indulgence! granted; viz. toll fall 
foul upon others, even before tha was 
* quite buſh, gals _ .Cenfuregand* 
ame, or rk, is 4 Liberty 
0 ilch % kindeſt Laws 


not be diſturbed by others, it was Wy 
„ Dae fle 
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F 
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never intended: 
When theſe provided that:Diſſenters ould” 


ta) 
{ ſed that others 8 not be a ck Þ by. 
© Perſonal open Reflections from them. * 
Tuis my Lord, you will find to be part df Mrz: 


Emlyn's Defence of hiniſelf, in à Pfeface to. 


a late Tra, againſt the ill Trearment put 

upon him by Dr. Calumj at Salreſi- Hall. 

E 2 Diſpute about the N "of t the 

Text. There are thyee, Sec. K 5 

i 10 2 

THIS Mr. Emlyni, my Lord, has the Cha- 
rater of a well lips, hoteſt Man; 


but becauſe he happens to differ in dome 


Matters from tlie Orthodox Rulers, you 
Lordſhip hereby ſees in what manner they 
have treated him. But he is far from being 


a fingle Inftance of this unchriſtiau and un- 


manly uſage among the Diſſentets; there 
are many pious, learned, worthy Perſons, 
who have been Educated on purpoſe for 
their Service in the Miniſtry, that have 
been either diſcouraged by their Arbitrary, 
and narrow Impoſitions from entering into 
that Office amongſt them, or have — ſoon 
again forced out bei it, by their for ward * 
ſevere Cenſures upon the Soundneſs, or 

Unſoundnefs (as . they affect to call it) of 
their Opinions and Ddœrines; ſo that unlefs 
a Man can proſtitute His Honour, his Con- 


ſcienee, his Liberty, and alÞ that is moſt 


dear to a reaſonable Being, he has à ve! 


little detter N . Latin in thelt 
Server ⸗ dat MM 2 15 


. Part l 
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THR 8. my Lord, with great Freedom, 
but with all poſſible Submiſſion aud Deſe - 


Judgment, have | preſomed upon this 
lick = in order to convince the a 
taken, that vo Perſon whatſoever can have 


apy; Clajm from your Lordſhip's Doctrine 
of Liberty, or to 4 Indulgence and Con- 


fidence of a Generous, Wiſe Government 


but upon the Foot of being Reaſonab 


N. 
le in 
. and. Social in Les pn Enthufi- 
aſtas of all kinds are y 1 1 to 
humane Eſtabliſhments, and that Diſenters, 
as. ſuch, are no more to be _ with 
Fower, than High- Church, Papiſts, or Per- 
ſons of any other Denomination, who — 
Win an A uthority ſuperior, or forei 
what is Iodged in every Pee, "in 
mn Kegy wat: ; 


en,. 
E 


meet with; as therefore ] have preſumed 
> make this Appeal, leite f beg, un- 


Law ya. well «Quinte with ws Tem- 
x, of. the Party, moſt. affeted bereby, to 


1 90 other Inzention herein, but for a Pub- 
lick Good, onde it may contribute to by 
A SK the Pause complaiged of. 
Mavy of the Diſſenters, it is hoped, are of 
hare generous / and reaſonable Principles 
of 11 it is e wiſhed, that they 


* wong 


renoe to your high Character add great 


infoofible of: of Fay Treatment this = 


r the; ſapegreat;Name; to proteſt that:there 


mut recommend them to the Services of a 


(3248 ).- 


would take more Pains to reform. their Bre- 
thren; or come out from amongſt them, 
than inveigh againſt any Injuſtice, in charg- 
ing upon à Party what is true, perhaps 
only in ſome of them. And this, my Lord, 


J have to ſay, for the Sincerity of my Pro- 


reſt; that ang J have long thought 


they highly wanted ſuch a publick Reproof, 
et my Regard to the general Intereſt, has 
n So ſole Reaſon why they had not 


this, before a Publick Bill in their Favour 


was ſecured, for Fear of giving any Ob- 
ſtructions thereunto. 


AND now that Bill hath eafed them of - 
a great deal of their Grievances, and, in 
ſome Meaſure, put them upon à Foot with 


their Fellow - Subjects to Serve the Govern- 
ment, it is earneſtly wiſhed, that they would 
Behave in ſuch a manner towards one anq- 
ther, as may give the Government Confi. 


denes enough to Truſt, and Employ them; 
For chis W cl wh off Way for their 


Service, but ic muſt be their Merit that lets 
them into it; and without, That, they are 


but where. they were before the paſſing this 
Act. All that concerns them, as of an 

particular Perſwaſions, and as Diſſenters, is 
put of the Caſe, touching the Motives for 
this Liberty; and it is their Conduct as 


Men, Neighbours, and Chriſtians, which 


2 


Government; Fs is 1 and ſoleiy 0 
turned for the Cod of Mankind, and for” 


making free and'reaſonable-Beings eaſy, bot: 
in their Enjoyments this Life, and in 
their Prof n 
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